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His generals warned him in vain of the certain resent-
ment* and vengeance of Subuktigin, and war broke out
afresh, when the Turk descended, as the historian Ferishta
says, like a wolf on the fold, and scattered the numerous
forces of Jaipa', stationed a garrison in Peshawar, and
after receiving the oath of allegiance from the Afghans,
returned in triumph to GhaznL
The aid of the powerful Subuktigin was now invoked
by the youthful Xur, the Sdmdni king of Bokhara, who
was attacked by one of his rebel officers, and it was
stipulated that on the meeting of the royal Xur and the
parrenu prince, the latter should be excused from dis-
mounting ; but when he recognised the features of the
royal house in the unfortunate Nur, he threw himself
from his horse, and ran to kiss the stirrup of his
suzerain.
He did not, however, confine himself to lip loyalty, but
defeated the rebel and his allies near Balkh, in an en-
gagement in which his son, the famous Mahmud of
Ghazni, took part.
Subuktigin died at the age of fifty-six, after a successful
reign of twenty years, in the year 997 A.D., just when the
Emperor Otho III. endeavoured to unite in one wide
empire, with Rome as its capital, rude Germany and
distracted Italy. He was a brave and just monarch, and
the following story will serve to show in what estimation
he v, as held by his contemporaries*
One day wher engaged in the chase, he came upon a
doe with her fawn, and seizing the latter, he 1'rtted it from
the ground without dismounting, as horsemen of the
court of the Xizam can do at the present day, and rode
off. But the doe followed him with eyes of piteous
supplication, whereon he released the fawn, and that
night in a dream Muhammad appeared to him and said,"
"That generosity which thou hast this day shown to a